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From the Individual to Civilization: Reflections on
Social Order in the Soviet Union under Late Socialism,

As Soviet society underwent profound transformations after Stalin’s death, how

was it to be understood? This was the task that fell to philosophers who, under
. N —_ Brezhnev as under Stalin, remained key pillars of Soviet reality. They developed
7 L j )— . T1)A— what | call “normative individualism,” that allowed individuals to pursue their
Visiting Research Fellow Grégory Dufaud personal aspirations insofar as these did not conflict with so-called “social” values.
(ZEHIZ) The valorization of the individual does not in any way represent a departure from

Fe B 75 R TRIAS [fjeol'ogy. Rathe”r, it was a p'roduc't of that |deology itself. The very npﬁon of the

R . Soviet person” was redefined: it was characterized by moral qualities through
Université Polytechnique S ) g e 1
Hauts-de-France which individuals were expected to achieve self-realization within society and for
society. This normative dimension was accompanied by a theoretical counterpart
aimed at rethinking society from a civilizational perspective. Philosophers thus put
<<< Read more forward the idea of a distinct “socialist civilization.”

Cultural Transformation and Continuity: External and
Internal Drivers of the Shift from Pastoralism to Settled
Livestock Husbandry in Mongolia

: ) ) oy S
This talk forms part of a larger paper and provides a brief update on pastoralism in
Mongolia, focusing on ongoing transformations in rural society and development .
N I
interventions promoted by external institutions. As the International Year of Rangelands and E Y 2 ININ— I\ )l/ °
Pastoralists (IYRP) is being celebrated, stakeholders continue to advance divergent visions ,r .9:. ,-h}bn —_—

for the future of pastoralism. Faced with economic pressures and the expansion of
extractive industries, the Mongolian government has increasingly promoted settled
livestock husbandry as a pathway to rural development. These changes are reshaping
livelihoods, land use, and relationships between people, livestock, and the environment. At
the same time, conservationists and pastoralists have become entangled in debates over TV OIVEILKRE
environmental responsibility, while broader political and economic interests continue to University of Mongolia
influence policy directions and land-use decisions. The talk explores how pastoral
communities navigate these changes while maintaining elements of cultural continuity amid
ongoing social and economic transformation.
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