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Theme: Geological Hazards, People, and the Sea
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‘When the ground shakes and the Pacific Plate closes in’
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Megathrust earthquakes frequently occur along the Northeast Asian coastline (Kamchatka
Peninsula—Kuril Islands—Japanese Archipelago), where the Pacific Plate sinks into the Earth's mantle
along the Kuril and Japan trenches. Here, we consider the orogenic processes, volcanic-seismic

activities triggered by the subduction of the Pacific Plate to have developed over a very long period.
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<<< Read more
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‘When the ground shakes and the waters rise’: Expanding our understanding of coastal people’s connections

with the sea through ethnographic research on natural hazards
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This talk draws on long-term research in coastal communities in Japan, where the sea continues to shape daily life, livelihoods, and social relationships.
Following Geertz, | employ ethnography to interpret human action in its cultural context, focusing on thickly descriptive accounts of local practices and

interactions and highlighting forms of connection (25H%)) not only among people, but also, between people and the sea. These narratives explore how
coastal communities experience and respond to natural hazards, such as earthquakes and the tsunami, revealing how these relationships can potentially

foster resilience. They show adaptation as lived, relational, and complex in the context of disaster.
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