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Attempts by the South Korean Regime in the 1950s to Construct the ‘Korean Nation’

This study examines the nation-building policies of South Korea under President
Eiﬁﬁ EA Syngman Rhee (1948-1960) from the perspective of the dual use of “bloodline” (ethnic
identity) and “ideology” (anti-communism). In particular, by comparing them with
Associate Professor TAKASHIRO Kento Japan’s assimilation policy during the colonial period, the study elucidates the character-
(B BB B ET) istics of the state strategy that simultaneously “othered” both North Korea and

Japan—as the “same ethnic people” and the “former colonial ruler,” respectively.
Through this analysis, the study clarifies how the Rhee administration sought to “other”

both Japan and North Korea and to construct a new “South Korean nation.”
<<< Read more

Reinterpreting the 1619 Russian Report on the Geography
and Ethnography of Northern Mongolia

In 1618, Siberian governor Ivan Kurakin dispatched the first recorded Russian mission to

China, led by the Cossack Ivan Petlin and accompanied by Mongolian envoys. Petlin’s :
. N . o HEE '

pany reached Beijing in September of the same year. A key objective of the mission :
was to identify a viable route to China. At the time, many Europeans believed that the \ SN.0 N S M ;
Siberian River Ob has its mouth from the “warm lake” near China, which might provide a j77 I\}b A I\tjb-)b ]
direct maritime route to China and India. Petlin was therefore instructed to collect Visiting Fellow BATTSENGEL Natsagdorj
evidence regarding this supposed connection. After returning in 1619, he submitted a HNEAFZEE) |
detailed report that was soon translated into several European languages. Information EYVOINERST7HTI— |
about the Ob River in this report was later interpreted in diverse—and sometimes FESh RER S RIZORR :
fanciful—ways. This study offers a new interpretation of Petlin’s account and reexamines <<% Read more '
its geographical information within the broader context of early seventeenth-century EEOHHSTE :
Russian exploration and ethnography of Mongolia. (CNEAST =79 k&) ]
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https://www2.cneas.tohoku.ac.jp/news/news251104_2.html
https://www2.cneas.tohoku.ac.jp/staff/takashiro.html

