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“The Art of Coping with the Giant: Historical Relations ‘.,
between Asian Neighbors and China (circa 1-1900 CE)”

This talk is an introduction to my on-going research on China’s historical relations with its
small EastERN Asian (including East Asian and Southeast Asian) neighbors during 1-1900 CE.
It challenges the age-old Sinocentric view by taking a "Foreign-Chinese relationship"
approach and focusing on the various ways of the smaller Asian countries employed in their
dealing with the Chinese giant. The planned chapters include (1) “Submit, Admire, and

Imitate;” (2) “Tribute and Trade;" 3) “China as the Arbitrator;” (4) “Seeking and Imagining }%;EE
Equality;” 5) “Resistance, Arguing, Deception, and Contempt;” 6) “Negotiating Borders;" 7) Visiting Professor. SUN Laichen
“Harassing and Invading China." In view of the existing studies which always focus on (AEAFES (B S51D))

country-to-country relations (such as Japan-China, Korea-China, Vietnam-China, China-Bur-
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ma/Myanmar, etc.), this holistic study endeavors to combine the East and Southeast Asian BYIFI =T INIAT

. i’ . . - o : . 77 b REER
regions by synthesizing the existing studies and examining new materials in multiple Asian
and European languages, hoping to make fresh and significant contributions to Asian and <<<§£$§;DBE
global history, to better understand the current rise of China, and to better predict the future (CNEAS™ £ 751 h&D)

international relations in Asia and beyond. This project argues that smaller countries were
not always weak but were always artful in coping with their giant neighbor. ‘
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“East-West Maritime Traffic in the North and South of the Soviet Union during the Stalin Era”

’

There exist two routes that connect the west and east of the Soviet Union by sea. One is
= the northbound route through the Arctic Ocean, and the other is the southbound route

connected Vladivostok in the Far East with Arkhangelsk and Odessa. Today's report
) focuses on the 1930s during the Stalin era, and reveals that military tensions in the Far
(B2 77+ 2\ THREDE) East led to the development of these two routes, and that these maritime transportation
routes connecting East and West complemented the Trans-Siberian Railway, a major land
artery. The expansion of forced labor during the Stalin era, including the construction of
<<< Read more the White Sea- Baltic Sea Canal, will also be discussed.

%Ll.l %‘Eiﬁ through the Suez Canal, the Indian Ocean, and the Pacific Ocean. These two routes :
Professor. Kyosuke Terayama :
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https://www2.cneas.tohoku.ac.jp/news/news250516.html
https://www2.cneas.tohoku.ac.jp/staff/terayama.html

