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Manchu Ethnic Museums (Northeast China)”

In this presentation, | shall interpret a range of visual materials, obtained during fieldwork in a
“Manchu territory”, within an analytic frame adopted from the study of North Asian ontologies.
The anthropology of “ontologies” among indigenous Siberian and Arctic societies has highlight-
ed the existence of multiple “realities” or realms in which humans perform (shamanic) rituals
to establish — or disrupt — relationships with spirits and other non-human agents (who also
appear in spirit-forms). Drawing ideas from this theory of a shamanic “multiverse” present
among North Asian societies, this lecture will expand the subject of animist “ontologies”
through a study of artifacts in a Manchu ethnic museum (Jilin Province). The ethnographic data
will show how ritual artifacts provide links to re-establish relationships with ancestral and
shamanic spirits, which were discontinued as a result of the state’s anti-religious mobilizations
during the Cultural Revolution.
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« T he Afterlives of Shamanic Spirits: Artifacts and Personhood in ‘\
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Prof. ZORBAS Konstantinos

<<< Read more

Using the Siberian scholarship of post-socialist shamanic and Buddhist revival as a background to analyzing the renewed significance of ritual
artifacts in this ethnic area of north China, | argue that the visibility of ethnic religious features is suggestive of a grassroots revitalization movement,
which evolves in the margins of the Chinese state. | adopt the term “revitalization cult” from the anthropological scholarship of millenarian and
charismatic religions or “protest cults” (see, for instance, loan Lewis’s Ecstatic Religion, 1971) as a conceptual frame for considering how a diverse
community of cultural actors (such as ethnic Manchu shamanic revivalists and heritage specialists) reinvent their ancestors’ spiritual ontology through-

out practices politically sanctioned or authorized by the local state.

Prof. Tsujimori Tatsuki
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http://www2.cneas.tohoku.ac.jp/news/news240924.html
http://www2.cneas.tohoku.ac.jp/staff/tsujimori.html

