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Annotation: Viktor Valerievich Mumichotkak nicknamed Mucha, Chukcha
from Novoe Chaplino (Chukotka, Russia) died tragically in 2012. Someone
stabbed him and cut off his fingers. When young Alle Ukuma's son was born
in 2014, her mother told her: "Last night I dreamed of Mucha, he came back
in your boy, we will call him Viktor". According to locals, the deceased can
return to life up to five times. The film essay about life, death and a possible
return prompts a generally valid question: How can one learn to accept one's
finitude?

Logline: Death is the end. But I can't see it from here.
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Multiple Personhoods. About the Phenomenon of “Return” and the Possibilities of Visual Research
The study focuses on the multi-layered personhoods of Yupik and Chukchi. Multiple affiliations are explored through
the phenomenon of “return”. According to the traditional belief system, a deceased person can return to the realm of life
five times. Such return is indicated through the naming. The names place several individuals in close social associations
that form a kinship system parallel to the primary one based on the locus. Sovietization defined additional methods of
identification and naming. Moreover, many out-of-wedlock pregnancies in recent decades have shifted the determining
role in the formation of the offspring's identity to the mother's family. The mechanisms underlying local identity need
our attention because they can shed light on the underlying mechanisms of solidarity and the strategies for adaptation
and survival. The question is how visual research can enhance understanding of the complex phenomenon of return.
Are there any visual means that complement the naming system? What role do photographs play in the belief in return?
How can be the findings on return visualized? In the presentation, a few approaches will be offered.
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